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A SERMON ON UNITY AMONG BRETHREN. 


BY THE REV. PETER P. SANDFORD. 


1. Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity! 

2. It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, 
even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments ; 

3. As the dew of Hermon and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of 
Zion: for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for ever more.—Psalm 


CXXXiii. 


Davip, who is supposed to have been the author of this 
Psalm, had an experience of the evil consequences of jealousy, 
discord, division and contention in human society, to a considera- 
ble extent; and he also knew what it was to be exiled from his 
country, and separated from his friends, having been driven from 
his home, his family, his friends, the sanctuary of God, and the 
ordinances of religion, by the jealousy and cruelty of his father- 
in-law, King Saul. And even after being called to fill the Throne 
of Israel, he was compelled to witness the evils which are insep- 
arable from a state of civil hostilities, whilst warring with the house 
of Saul. ~ And though he finally prevailed over his rival, and 
was quietly seated on the Throne of all Israel, ruling over the 
whole of the twelve tribes, and even swaying his sceptre over the 
surrounding heathens, whom he had conquered and. reduced to 
tributary provinces; yet in his own family and among his own 
children, he was called to witness such contention and animosi- 
ty, and even bloodshed, as were calculated to destroy his domes- 
tic comfort, and to produce in his mind the most exquisite grief; 
until, at length, he was driven fron his Throne by his son Absa- 
lom, and obliged to save his life by flight. The death of this re- 
—— _ while it saved his own lite, was a subject of extreme 
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anguish to the mind of David, insomuch that he even wished 
that he had died in his place. But David was reserved to see 
another of his sons attempt to usurp-his throne. Adonijah, aid- 
ed by the principal men of the kingdom, formed the design of 
seizing upon his father’s Throne ; and was only prevented by the 
vigilance of some of David’s faithful servants. 

Being placed at the head of a great and flourishing nation, Da- 
vid was enabled to see that unity of sentiment, design and ener- 
gies, is generally invincible ; especially when men are thus united 
in the service of God; and that nothing but their own divisions, 
insubordination to and defection from God, could mar their happi- 
ness, or ruin their prosperity. Placed.at the head of a religious 
nation, he was also, under God, placed at the head of the only 
visible church of God, then in the world: for although he was 
no priest, and therefore incapable of ministering in the sanctuary 
of the Lord, yet all the Ecclesiastics and Ecclesiastical matters, 
were subject to his superintendence and control. Hence the ex- 
tensive provision which he made for the building of the Temple, 
and the service of the sanctuary, and also, the order of divine 
service, and the classification of the various ministers of the sanc- 
tuary, which he established ; and it is worthy of remark, that 
amidst all the great variety of National and domestic infelicities, 
which are recorded in the history of David’s life, there is no men- 
tion made of any disagreement among the various orders of the 
ministers of God, from the High Priest down to the Nethinim: 
nor of any contention between David and any of the Ecclesiastical 
orders. Here, therefore, David could behold the advantages of 
unity among brethren ; and to these he could point his subjects 
in general, and his own children in particular, and say, Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity. , 


We shall be led in this subject to notice, 
I. What it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. 
Ii, What is said concerning such a state of society. 


Unity signifies oneness, i. e. agreement in sentiment, affection, 
design and conduct. The term brethren is used to express the re- 
lation which subsists between the whole race of mankind because 
they have one common nature, have descended from one com- 
mon parent, have the same common interests, and are eapable oi! 
mutual benefit. It is used also, for those of the same nation, of 
the same religion, or members of the same religious society ; and 
for distant natural relatives, as well as for those who belong to 
one family in consequence of having descended immediately from 
the same parents. For brethren to dwell together, is for them to 
dwell in the same house or family ; to dwell in the same neigh- 
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pourhood ; or to be associated in the same community, whether 
civil or religious. . 

Sometimes it becomes necessary in order either to prevent or to 
put an end to contentions among brethren, that they be separated 
from each other, and it is always better that they should be part- 
ed asunder, than to live together in contention and discord. But 
David, speaking by the Spirit of God, informs us that it is best 
for them to dwell together in unity. 

In order to the very existence of society, whether civil or reli- 
gious, there must be goverment, laws, officers, as well as subjects. 
The father of a family, the constituted authorities of a nation, and 
the ministers of the church of God, must all have a sufficiency of 
power invested in them, to enjoin and enforce obedience to such 
laws and regulations as are necessary to the peace, good govern- 
ment, and prosperity of the community over which they are 
placed ; and the power invested in them must be exercised when 
necessary ; and the constituted authorities, as well as the laws, 
must be respected by the members of the community in general, 
and each individual, whether officer or member, must stand in, 
and faithfully discharge the duties of, his station : without whicha 
state of peace and good order in society cannot exist : wherefore, 
for brethren to dwell together in unity, there must be, 

1. A general agreement concerning the government, under 
which they are associated. If a people imagine that the consti- 
tution of the goverment under which they are placed, is in its 
nature and tendency, destructive of the interests of the communi- 
ty, or of any particular class of it, it will naturally tend to produce 
restlessness and disaffection among them : and unless it be check- 
ed in its commencement, it will prove a source of destructive di- 
visions, contentions and animosities. It too frequently happens, 

that a designing individual, or a few designing individuals, taking 
advantage of the ignorance of unsuspecting persons, blow up the 
flame of contention and discord, even under the best governments 
in the world. If, therefore, we would promote the unity of the 
brethren, we must inform ourselves concerning the nature of the 
government under which we are placed : and if we find it to be 
good, we must support it with all our might. But if we find it 
any way defective, we must make use of only legitimate or con- 
stitutional means to. have such parts as are defective changed for 
others that are better calculated to promote the interests of the 
community. Nor should we ever admit a thought to oceupy our 
minds for one moment, that is calculatud to lead to measures de- 
structive of the peace and good government of society, ‘merely 
because we may discover, or imagine that we discover, some de- 
fect, either in the constitution of the government under which we 
are placed, the laws originating from the constitution, or the ad- 
ministration of those laws ; except it be clearly demonstrated, that 
the constitution, laws, and administration combined, are radically 
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bad, and such as to produce greater evils, when viewed in all its 
probable results, than will be produced by a state of revolution in 
society. 

2. There must be not only a good understanding and. friend. 
ship, subsisting between the various members in the commu- 
nity, but also there must be due subordination. Under a. good 
government every individual, from the chief in power and au- 
thority to the lowest subject, is placed under constitutional re- 
strictions, and subjected to rules of order and discipline. Officers 
have duties to discharge for which they stand accountable ; and 
members have duties to discharge for which they are accounta- 
ble, and both should account it their highest interest as well as 
bounden duty, to perform their several duties, with fidelity.— 
There must be a general agreement and good understanding 
subsisting between those who are placed in authority, and such 
as they are to exercise authority over ; otherwise the unity of 
the brethren is impossible. The powerinvested in anofficer in any 
community, ought ever to be considered, both by himself and others, 
as designed for the benefit of the community in general, and of 
those over whom it is to be exercised in particular. He.who dis- 
charges the duties of an important office in society, has a burden 

















bi i to sustain and performs a task which no man, did he properly know 
fe * i and consider it, would ever wish to do, were it not necessary forthe 
be na good government, order, and prosperity ofsociety. Were this pro- 

te perly considered, there would be fewer office hunters, and fewer 


ait who would be disposed to complain of due subordination, and the 
Di aa 7 legitimate exercise of the powers invested in the hands of civil and 
Bike fee Ecclesiastical rulers. Officers, therefore, should be duly respect- 
ed. Contempt of the man, will naturally lead to contempt of his 


if eh office and authority. There is a sacredness attached to office, 
me which, if it be not rightly considered and respected, will prove 
Bie destructive of every social principle : and on the other hand, there 

iv ie is a sacredness in society, and in the rights and privileges of each 
eat Te individual member, which cannot be too carefully guarded by 
f d eat those in power. But the grand cementing principle is friendship 
be ea th or love. A union of hearts alone can secure the unity of the 
4 ee brethren. A union of hearts will bind the officer to those over 
ig Ble whom he is placed, and induce him to seek, with unabating ar- 
oe dour, their general and individual benefit : and a union of hearts 

[ iat will cause the members of the community to seek, with equal 
aes ardour, to maintain the authority, the credit, and the interests, of 

AG those who rule. Prejudices and partialities, setting up one to the 


injury of another, with the whole host of evils attendant upon such 
unreasonable passions and conduct, cannot exist where there is 4 





Naser proper union of hearts. But this agreement, founded upon mutual 
Wie eas affection, is not only necessary between officers and peeple, but it 
Bie is equally necessary between the various members of the com- 


munity ; and, therefore, he who wishes to promote the unity of 
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the brethren, will find it necessary to seek the aids of the Spirit 
of God; and to guard his heart, his tongue, and his ears, with 
every faculty of his body and mind, against the ten thousand 
temptations which will be presented by the devil, the world, and 
the unhallowed principles and affections of his own heart. He 
must not only guard against lightly believing evils of any one, but 
also exercise a spirit of forbearance, check the first rising of dis- 
affection, turn away from tales of scandal ; he must shun those 
who are guilty of talebearing, backbiting, and evil speaking, as he 
would the wasting pestilence ; and religiously abstain from all these 
evil practices himself, and cultivate every friendly and social vir- 
tue in his own heart, and recommend it to others both by pre- 
cept and example. } 

3. There must be unity of design. Where the members of a 
community are not united in design, little can be effected. Some 
may form designs of great utility to men in general, and to their 
own community in particular; but unless their brethren unite 
with them, little or nothing can be effected ; but if opposite de- 
signs should be formed, they will paralyze each other’s efforts, and 
their designs on both sides will prove inefficient. Nay they will 
even tend to prevent each other from bringing any thing into effect. 
The glory of God, the good of mankind in general, and ‘the pros- 

erity of the cause in which they are associated, should enter into 
all their designs : and in order to this the subjects of them should 
be well and carefully examined in all their parts and bearings. 
Nor should any-individual, or number of individuals, hastily de- 
termine on the execution of any project in which the general in- 
terests of the community are involved, or in which othets are ex- 
pected to bear a part, until the subject is examined with the 
greatest possible care. Nor should the designs which may have 
been formed by our brethren be hastily rejected ; at least there 
always should be that degree of confidence reposed in those who 
are placed in responsible stations in society, as to induce us to 
believe that their plans and measures are calculated to subsérve 
the general interests in the community, until they have been care- 
fully and dispassionately examined by us ; and if on examination, 
we find them to have a contrary tendency, we ought not to charge it 
to an evil intention onthe part of theirauthors, without the clearest 
and most unequivocal evidence. Nor should we ever suffer par- 
tial or individual interests, to induce us to oppose a measure which 
is calculated to promote the general interests of society. Where 
unity of design exists among brethren, great good is very frequent- 
ly effected by small meansand feeble agents : but on the contrary, 
where there are opposite designs in a society, the greatest means 
and the most powerful human agents, are capable of effecting com- 
paratively nothing. And what is still worse, the opposite designs 
of members of the same community, tend to the destruction of 
every hond of social order, and to engender every hateful passion, 
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destructive of individual and social happiness. Wherefore, unity 
of design is of vital importance to the peace and prosperity of a 
community. ) 

4. There must be unity of energies and conduct. When eve. 
ry member of a community readily enters into such measures as 
are calculated to bring glory to God and good to man, great things 
may be effected without injury to any individual. But when a 
few are left to bear the whole burden, it cannot fail to be oppres. 
sive. It is true, in all public matters, the greatest quantum of la. 
bour must devolve upon a few individuals ; but if the whole com. 
munity stand ready to give their support to these public labour. 
ers by their prayers, their counsel, and their money, they will be 
encouraged tu eudure the labours and fatigues of public life with 
cheerfulness, borne up by a confident expectation of success. | 
say money, as well as prayers and counsel ; because, every body 
knows that it is indispensibly necessary to the support of every 
cause, in which men can engage forthe benefit of the public, whe- 
ther it be civil or religious. God, to be sure, could support his 
own cause and his servants by miracle ; but in general he has seen 
proper to do it by ordinary means, because he sees it better for 
man to glorify him in the use of his substance, than otherwise. 

What would it be for the whole body of Methodists in these 
United States, to carry the gospel into every city, town, village, 
and country neighbourhood, on this vast continent ; and to plant 
it firmly, by the aid of Omnipotence even among the savages of 
our wildernesses, were all our energies employed in this good 
work ! We have abundant means both of men and money, to en- 
able us to commence in the undertaking, were we fully united in 
this design, and would we all do what we are ableto do, in carrying 
it into effect. Should all this be realized in the space of another 
century, it would be little more surprising than what has been ef- 
fected already by the energies of a few aided by the power and 

ce of God inthe progress of Methodism : or ratherthe progress 
of the gospel through the instrumentality of the Methodists. 

May we be united as a band of brothers, and may this good 
cause flourish, until the whole world shall unite to glorify God in 
Christ Jesus, and combine their efforts to promote the best in- 
terests of each individual in this great commrmity. It is not 
only in great matters that we should be united ; but, allowing 
for the varied circumstances of the members of society, and the 
peculiar duties of their several stations in life, there should be a 
general agreement in the whole tenor of our conduct, conversa- 
tion, and dispositions ; each one thinking, desiring, speaking and 
doing the same things. 

(To be concluded in the next number. ) 
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MEMOIR OF MISS ELIZA HIGGINS. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


New York, March 23, 1822. 
Dear BRETHREN, . 

I send you for publication the following Memoir, believing 
that it may be profitable, at least, to many of your readers; es- 
pecially as an inducement to early piety ; and at the same time f 
consider its publication as the redemption of a pledge I gave toa 
numerous congregation at the time of delivering her funeral ser- 
mon. ‘The account of the religious experience of this devoted 
child of God, as well as the extracts from her letters, are nearly 
verbatim in her own words. That such an illustrious example of 
the riches of divine grace may be rendered profitable to thou- 
sands, is the sincere prayer of, dear brethren, yours in Christ. 

 Josuua Sours. 


The subject of this memoir was born in West-Greenwich, state 
of Connecticut, November 9, 1797. Her father died while she 
was a child; and when she was six years old her mother, with a 
younger sister, removed to the city of New-York, where she re- 
sided, except on occasional visits, till the time of her death. She 
had been instructeg from a child in the principles of religion. 
And having chiefly attended the ministry of the Baptists, she was 
inclined to the opinions which they niaintained. Nothing very 
particular occurred til] about the thirteenth year of her age. At 
this period, her mind was seriously impressed with the importance 
of eternal things. Hearing of the death of any person always 
excited: a desire to know if the deceased was prepared, and was 
accompanied with a manifest concern for her own salvation. 
From this time her own words will best express the dealings of 
God with her. 

At the age above mentioned she had a remarkable dream, which 
she relates as follows: ‘ One evening I was informed that a fe- 
male had taken a large quantity of laudanum, which soon after 
deprived her of mortal existence. I retired to rest, and that night 
dreamed that I saw the grass plat to which she walked after taking 
the fatal draught, and on which she died. I saw her fall a life- 
less corpse. I then saw a pit by the side of*her, and the devil 
came out of it: and at the same time smoke and flame ascended 
out of it. The devil said when he had taken her in, he would 
have me also. I hastily knelt, and cried to God for help. I be- 
lieved that as long as I continued praying, Satan could not have 
me. I greatly feared that I should be exhausted, while he stood 
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waiting for me. Language is too faint to describe the agony of 
my mind. While in this frame I saw a form like an angel in a 
cloud, and heard a voice say the enemy should not have me, at 
which I suddenly awoke and found myself kneeling.” She con. 
tinues the relation of her experience as follows. ‘ From this 
time I was convinced that I was a fallen creature, and that I lived 
under the displeasure of God. I plainly saw that there was no 
real happiness in any thing, except in a life devoted to my Crea- 
tor and preserver. I believed if I attended to private prayer, was 
watchful, and dressed plain, I should be happy. I carefully at- 
ay ee tended to these duties, and many times while pouring out my 
He Pik soul to my heavenly Parent I was very happy. Still I was unac- 
; i quainted with the pure light of the gospel doctrines, and also with 
2 td experimental religion ; and instead of opening my state to others, 
| pet from whom I might have received instruction, I confined these ex- 








ercises in my own mind. For three years I continued in this 
frame, progressing but very slowly, still remaining very ignorant 
i of the plan of salvation ; but the strong impressions which were 
4 made on my mind by the dream, continued until I was blessed 
with a spiritual change. 

‘‘ The pleasing snares of this transitory world, and the gay circle 
aa in which I moved, had a great tendency to draw my mind from 
orm those duties in the performance of which I had often found much 
consolation. At this time my health was good, and my prospects 
ee very pleasing, and I pursued happiness in the vanities of the 
‘| i world. In this situation I gradually neglected prayer, and the sa- 
ik cred word became a sealed book to me. 

“‘ The gracious Lord, seeing that I would not be drawn by love, 
a ie used his afflicting rod, and deprived me of health. Infinite mercy 
ae | 4 mingled the cup of earthly felicity with wormwood and gall. | 

sought for medical aid ; but found no relief. An all-wise provi- 

4 dence called two of my physicians from time to eternity while 

ae they were attending me. This was truly afflicting. I then resolved 

He to trust no more in the arm of flesh. The anguish of my soul at 

this time was indescribable. The frowns of an angry God, and 

the fear of eternal misery began to prey upon my spirits, and the 
exercises of my mind bordered on despair. 

“Thoughts of death and judgment seemed constantly to dwell 
i in my mind, and sleep often departed from me. ' One night I 
i dreamed that that dread period, the day of judgment, had arrived, 
i and I was unprepared. I saw the Saviour of mankind descend from 
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heaven in a cloud. I saw the world on fire, and the flames ap- 
es proaching me, and thought if I could offer up one prayer I might 
ee ee be accepted. These words were strongly impressed on my mind, 
‘He that is unjust, let him be unjust still, and he that is righteous 
jet him be righteous still.’ I then suddenly awoke, and felt 
grateful that I was not ineternal misery. During these exercises 
: four years elapsed, three of which I attended the ministry of the 
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Methodist, and one the Baptist. I felt an aching void—a rest- 
less inquietude of soul almost without the light of hope. From 
the period of my first convictions, I had confined these exercises 
within the narrow limits of my own breast. By this I deprived 
myself of much consolation. On the 3lst of December, 1817, 
my parents* were going to attend a Quarterly Meeting. I was de- 
sirous of attending with them, and accordingly went and heard 
two sermons with indifference. After the sermon the Rev. S. 
Merwin ascended the sacred desk to close the meeting. His ad- 
dress was particularly to sinners, and he pointed them to the balm 
of Gilead, and to the heavenly Physician. Every word reached 
my heart, and I yielded to the strivings of the Spirit, and came to 
a fixed determination to seek that peaceful, but unknown, way 
which is only to be found in the religion of Jesus. I immediately 
left the gay circle of my acquaintance, who were seeking happi- 
ness in vanity, and chose the dear followers of the meek and low- 
ly Saviour for my companions, who led me to the foot of the 
cross ; and I was enabled to take it up and seek diligently for a 
spiritual change. I was then blessed with a hope, and firmly be- 
lieved, if I incessantly sought for it, I should be blessed with the 
light of God’s reconciled countenance. : 

“Feb. 19, 1818. I joined class, and found class-meeting to be 
very profitable. For seven months I earnestly sought, believing 
that I should find remission of sins. 

August 13th, I attended a Camp-Meeting, resolved not to leave 
the ground-until I was blessed with a change of heart. I thought 
if I perished, I would perish at the feet of sovereign mercy. All 
the exercises of the meeting were very solemn to me except the 
praying circles, which I disapproved. ‘“ 

s¢ Friday the 14th, after a sleepless night, I went early to one of 
these praying circles. For a while I stood as a critic, and then 
went without an invitation and knelt as a penitent. 1 was con- 
vinced of my state by nature, and of what I ought to be by grace. 
[ earnestly prayed for living faith ; and to be enabled to believe 
and receive was my most earnest desire. I soon felt a firm be- 
lief that my Heavenly Father heard, and would answer to the joy 
of my heart. The preachers and leaders prayed with me; and 
this exercise continued until near sunset. I then said that I had 
drank deeply of the wormwood andthe gall ; and soon after I saw 
by faith a ray of divine light coming from God : it came into my 
mind and dispelled every cloud, and removed all my distress. 
was extremely happy ; but silent. Soon after this the prayer 
meeting closed. In the evening the enemy of souls desired to 
sift me like wheat. He suggested that there was no God; but 
here he could not prevail against me, for I knew there was a Su- 
preme Being. It was then suggested to my mind that religion 


“Her mother had married a second husband. 
Vor. V. 92 
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was a delusion ; andalthough I knew that I had received spiritual 
light and comfort, yet I reasoned with the enemy till my mind 
was greatly distressed. I-spent the night in reading and prayer. 
Saturday morning the storm subsided and my mind was in a sweet 
calm. During the day I was raised above terrestrial things, and 
until Wednesday I was lost in an ocean of love. After this my 
confidence remained unshaken, but my evidence was not as bright 
as it had been. In September I again had the blessed privilege 
of worshipping God in the grove. At the close of the meeting 
the Spirit of God bore witness with my spirit that I was a child 
of God, and at the same time I received a strong impression that 
I ought to make manifest what God had done for me. Under this 
impression I was constrained to speak publicly of the gracious 
condescension of my heavenly parent to such an unworthy dust. 
After this my joy was full; and ever since my way has been 
clear and my faith stronger. In September, 1819, I attended a 
Camp-Prayer-Meeting.” [This meeting is usually held in the 
city immediately after the Camp-Meetings, for the purpose of as- 
certaining the subjects of convicting or converting grace, with a 
design of putting them into classes, or of placing them in such a 
situation as may afford them the best means of instruction.] “I 
felt on this occasion an earnest desire to be filled with all the life 
of humble love, and to have all the corruptions of my heart des- 
troyed. I continued kneeling in silent and incessant breathings 
to God for a clean heart. By faith I saw an inexpressible fulness 
in Christ, and felt a solemn sense of the divine presence over- 
shadowing me, and rays of divine light poured into my mind. I 
promised if my heavenly Father would grant me this blessing, I 
would testify of it in the congregation of his people : and with fear 
and trembling I was enabled to take up this cross. To my sor- 
row I have to confess that after this, by not observing the order 
of God, who has told us that ‘ with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion,’ I lost the clear evidence of this great blessing ; but still 1 
enjoyed the consolations of the Spirit. I rested not, but earnestly 
sought again for the witness of sanctifyinglove. These words were 
repeatedly impressed on my mind, ‘I will; be thou clean. Go 
and sin no more ;” but I did not at this time receive the blessing 
by faith. After many months the same words were again strongly 
applied to my mind, and I received them and cried out ‘ Lord 
am I clean?’ and the answer was, ‘thou art clean.?” Here she 
closes the particular account of her experience, in which we have 
a striking exhibition of the power of her Saviour’s grace, and the 
depth of her humility. 


(To be Continued.) 














OBSERVATIONS ON JOB XXVIII. 4. 


Scripture Illustrated. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON JOB xxvilt. 4. 


Extracted from Peters on the Book of Job ; and communicated by William Beal. 


Tue author of the book of Jos was perhaps, the most con- 
cise writer that ever appeared in the world ; he just gives you a 
glimpse of things, and leaves the rest to be supplied by the ima- 
gination of the reader. His thoughts are, like the gold and jew- 
els he speaks of, precious in themselves : but we must sometimes 
labour hard, and go deep for them. Of this we have a proof in 
what follows ; where he proceeds to give another instance of the 
daring spirit and ingenuity of mankind. How they cross the 
broad rivers, and arms of the sea, for commerce:; where there is 
no path for the foot of man; where they lessen to the sight, and 
are tossed upon the waves. » 

This I take to be the meaning of verse the 4th, which may be 
literally translated thus,—Paratz nachal meyim ger—The flood 
interrupts from with the stranger, (or me-yam ger from the stran- 
ger people, a popylo hospite ; the Hebrew will bear either ren- 
dering ; for it is the pointing only that makes the difference :) It 
follows, han-nishcachim minni regel, dallu me-enosh, nayu: For- 
gotten of the foot, they appear less than men, they are tossed. If 
we were to see such a passage in Pinpar, I am persuaded we 
should think that which I have given above to be the sense of it; 
and admire the strong and lively images here set before us. 

There are but two places (that I remember) in the Book of 
Jos, where there is any illusion to navigation ; and both shew it 
in its infancy. One is chapter ixth; verse 26, where Jos com- 
pares the course of human life, and the rapidity with which it 
passes, to the swift ships ; or, as it is in the margin of our Bibles, 
ships of desire ; that is, such as are longed for, and long to be at 
their destined port, and crowd all the sail they can for this pur- 
pose. , 3 

This gives indeed'a very poetical image. But if. we will take 
the judgment of a very learned Commentator,* he tells us, it 
ought rather to be rendered, ships of cane, or the papyrus ; that 
is such light vessels as they used in passing the river Nile, and 
other great rivers, and arms of the sea. This, no doubt, was the 
first essay made by mankind towards navigation; and perhaps 
the farthest that their skill had reached in Jox’s time. - ’ 

The other passage is this beautiful one before us, where the 
sea 1s not so much as mentioned, but nachal, a torrent or flood: 
some arm of the sea, perhaps, of a few leagues over, which 


* Schultens. 
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dividing the several nations, must interrupt their hospitality and 
commerce with each other, or render it very difficult and far 
about ; unless by the help of navigation, and the hardy mariner’s 
venturing boldly to cross the strait. 

One would think that Job had the boat and mariners in his 
eye, when he describes them so poetically in these three remark. 
able particulars: that they are forgotten of the foot that is, their 
feet forget them, and are no longer serviceable to them in this 
very different way of travelling: that they lessen to the sight, 
dallu me-enosh, extenuantur prae homine ; they look like crows in- 
stead of men, as they go off farther and farther from the shores ; 
and, lastly, nayu agitantur, are tossed wp and down upon the 
billows. 'The word seems to denote any involuntary and irregu- 
lar motion ; and is used by the Psalmist for the staggering of a 
drunkard, to which he. compares the unsteady motions of a 
ship’s crew, tossed in a storm, in that fine description, Psalm cvii. 
27; They reel to and fro and stagger like a drunkard, and are at 
their wit’s end. . 

I cannot forbear observing, that there is another place where 
the word is used with the greatest beauty and propriety ; but the 
sense of it has been unhappily overlooked by our Translators ; | 
mean in JorHam’s Apologue, or fable, Judges ix., where the olive- 
tree says, Shall I leave my fatness, &c. and go to be promoted 
1 Agen over the trees ! Thus it is in our translation. 

* But the Hebrew word never signifies, to be promoted, or pre- 
eer ferred ; but to be moved to and fro, to wander, to stagger, to be 
hee dM shaken, to be tossed. The motion of trees by the wind is re- 
Ae ged markably expressed by this word, Isaiah vii. 2. 
be eye bs I could wish it had been rendered, therefore, according to the 
exact and genuine sense of the word, Shall I leave my fatness? 
shall I leave my sweetness !-and go to be tossed upon the trees? 
What a lively image of the hazards, and the cares of government ! 
As if the king of the trees were to have his throne placed upon 
the top of the highest tree in the forest, and be there exposed to 
every storm of wind that blowed. Certainly they who experience 
the advantages of good government, and dwell safely, every man 
under his vine and fig-tree : (or, suppose it an oak or an apple- 
tree, with the fruit of the vine and fig-tree brought home to them 
trom afar ;) while they enjoy that sweetest of all earthly blessings, 
Liberty, civil and religious, as far as the ends of government, and 
the peace and order of society will admit, do not always consider 
how much they owe to their governors.-——London M. Magazine. 


























FALLS OF NIAGARA. 


The Attributes of God Displayed. 





FALLS OF NIAGARA. 


Tue following description of the far-famed Fauus or NiaGsRa is extracted from 
“A Pedestrian Tour of two thousand three hundred miles in North America.”— 
Having frequently visited this celebrated place, and witnessed with a mixture of hor- 
ror, amazement, and delight, this wonderful work of natures God, we can bear testi- 
mony to the justness of the description, that is, as far as human language can describe 
the sublime, the beautiful, and the hideous cataract of Niagzra. 


WHEN springing through the bushes, I saw, opened at once, a 
full and distant view of Niagara Fails, a flash of unaccountable 
disbelief passed over my mind, that these eould not be the Great 
Falls, so wonderful, so tremendous. The {act is, the grand spec- 
tacle from this position exhibits all its beauties, without any of its 
terrors. The river is observed pouring, smooth and rounding, 
over a ledge or precipice, in two shee's, s:parated on the top by 
a small tree-covered island. The portion m the left of the island 
upon the American side, termed from a fortfication in the vicinity, 
the fall of fort Schlosher, runs in a straight line with this bank of 
the chasm, and is in consequence little seeh. But the larger por- 
tion, commonly called the Horse-shoe fall, uns circuitously from 
the Canadian shore to thé island, appearing in open view, with 
the main body of the water, pouring green, white. and foaming, 
one hundred and fifty feet to the botton. The American fall is 
one hundred and sixty-two feet : the sheet of water, however, is 
thin, and the spray which is formed scarcely rises to the top.— 
The Horse-shoe fall creates a deep stunning roar, and whirls its 
spray, volume after volume, a thousand feet into the air, till itseems _ 
to mingle with the clouds above. Fantastic shapes, giants, 'tow- 
ers, and sea-monsters, may be descried upon the spray, as it swells 
dark and watery upon the atmosphere. Sometimes a majestic 
being seems to rise, with his arms outstretched, and his wings 
gradually expanding: his head strikes the clouds, and slowly se- 
parates from the body. Now the wings and arms spread, and be- 
come the boughs of a tree, waving in the wind, and bending from 
its violence. Suddenly the mist rolls in thick folds from beneath, 
like the smoke of a house in flames, and, mounting higher and 
higher, assumes the form of a straight upright column, supporting 
the arch of the heavens. The column breaks, and, as if its de- 
molition had raised a dust from its ruins, new volumes ascend, 
and afford new employment to the fancy. 

Having amused myself long enough in tracing figures in the 
spray, and surveying the streaming chute, rendered by the mid- 
day sun of a most dazzling brightness, I advanced along the brink, 
and found myself, all of a sudden, in a pleasant grove of trees, with 
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their roots washed by the waves of the river, which spreads like 
a boiling ocean immediately above the falls. This is an astonish. 
scene : billows rebounding back from concealed rocks, dash 
aloft, and hide the prospect of the opposite shores : islands and 
clumps of rocks and trees lay scattered among them, feebly en- 
deavouring to stop the irresistible violence of the rapid. 

The strait or river of Niagara, after re-uniting at the extremity 
of Grand Isle, continues three miles in a westerly course, and then 
suddenly bends north-east. Before it reaches the bend, the stream 
contracts from a mile and a half in width to about three quarters, 
and dashing furiously, like a turbulent sea, for half a mile over a 
gradual though rocky descent, leaps into the gulf at the very 
point of the angle. From a collection of mills and factories 
arranged along the American side of the rapids, denominated 
Grand Niagara or Manchester, spreads in view the expansive 
bay, bounded by champaigne lands. Chippewa appears at a dis- 
tance, scattered aboutthe mouth of Chippewa river : Navy Island 
and the woody shores of the Grand Isle lie at a great distance on 
the left, and opposite upon a high bushy bank, Ontario Hotel 
rears its white colornades. Midway, firm among the roaring 
breakers, is Goat or [is Island, to the romantic walks of which, 
a bridge, lately rebuil: by Judge Porter, after passing over an in- 
termediate island, lezds rom the American shore. It was not 
without terror that Isaw the violent surges beating against the 
slender props of this bridge, and within® stone’s throw of the river, 
leaping into the yawning gulf, and involving the objects beneath 
in dense vapours. The small island across which the bridge 
passes, is called Bath Island, and has upon it the toll-keeper’s 
dwelling, and a commodious bathing house. Parties in summer, 
after refreshing themselves at the intermediate island, stroll among 
the retired groves of Iris Island, where, from a precipice of two 
hundred feet between the two falls, an interesting view of both 
sheets, tumbling. on the right hand and left, is obtained. There is 
a beautiful seclusior. While the footstep is led by paths among 
the gloomy trunks of large forest trees, one of the grandest objects 
of nature shows at times white through the bushes, and with its 
solemn roar impels the mind to contemplation and awe. Adja- 
cent are the other little islands, with their close planted firs ex- 
panding over banks, upon which neither man or quadruped has 
ever yet dared to step, and deform the rustic elegance of nature. 

For the convenience of descending to the bottom of the falls, 
permanent stairways have been durably fixed against the sides of 
the precipice. From the foot of the stairs, down the slope, steps 


are made of rough stones, with a rude banister for a support, lead- 
ing to a ferry-boat on the shore. The Charon of the stream, as ! 
descended the steps, was standing at a sort of reel, with which he 
draws the boat out of the water, awaiting with patience the ap- 
proach of adventurous passengers. ‘I perceived him pushing his 
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park, with a lady and gentleman, into the green current, and tug- 
ging manfully against the streams which pass down, bearing on the 
surface quantities of foam , until at length he landed his charge 
in safety, and received the hard earned price of his labour. 

Various kinds of trees have fixed their roots beneath the im- 
pending cliffs, at a distance below the falls. Nearer and occa- 
sionally receiving the sprinklings of the mist, shrubs and flowering 
plants, in the highest perfection, lift their bright luxurjant heads 
above the broken stones. Each crevice, and each spot of earth, 
on this fertile though rugged part of the slope, isa garden of the 
sweetest, gayest flowers of the forest. Under the continually 
showering spray, vast rhomboidal rocks which earthquakes have 
shaken from the summit, are covered with long bending grass, and 
the watery interstices among them are filled with aquatic weeds.. 

‘Here from the top of a huge block of limestone, I viewed with 
dumb amazement the falls overhead : thundering tumult shakes 
the basis of the cliffs ; a powerful breeze assaults the face, blow- 
ing at times rolling clouds of spray. White and foaming, the cata- 
ract is just perceived pitching over and breaking apart ere it is 
half way to the bottom: dazzling mist envelopes the sight, and 
nothing more is to be seen. Turning around, as the spray show- 
ers from above, the thin form of the rainbow, like some ethereal 
spirit, sweeps its radiant circles through the air. 

Although the current below the falls is extremely rapid, a pas- 
sage over it, on account of its depth and smoothness, can be ef- 
fected without any danger. Having crossed over, I advanced im- 
mediately to the part where we can penetrate behind ,the falls ; 
which, (contrary to many accounts received) is an undertaking 
of no ordinary kind. 

We are first obliged to proceed half a mile from the foot of the 
stair ladder on this side, beneath the impending bank ; springing 
upon the sharp angles of rocks in some places, and in others, 
dashing through the dripping springs, which ooze out of the cre- 
vices of the precipice. Slabs of slate are continually. pealing off 
and falling from above. After we have advanced most of the dis- 
tance, probably injuring our feet against the stones, wetting our- 
selves in the showers from.above, and risking, by the falling slabs 
of slate, a serious blow upon the head, we are suddenly assaulted 
by a most intolerable scent, issuing from three sulphureous or 
burning springs, which give all the rocks around them an ochre 
colour, and load the air with inflammable gas. 

Next we are assaulted by furious gusts of wind. Every thing 
looks hideous, whilst a.universal veil of mist adds to the horrors 
of the scene. The rainbows still gleam behind us, and the dread- 
ful thunder of the waters, like the noise of cannon between con- 
tending armies, shakes the very earth beneath our feet, as we 
descend behind the falls, over the slippery edge of a rock, where 
the slightest mis-step would instantly dash us into eternity.— 
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Quantities of large eels, frightened by such unusual intrusion, 
rush down the rock, and die under the weight of the torrent. 
The air is so loaded with fine particles of the fluid, that it is 
scarcely possible to breathe. In a moment our clothes are 
drenched through; and for a moment only, we dare turn up our 
eyes to the white obscure sheet in front, the looks of which, the 
roar, the danger, is enough to appal the stoutest heart.—What a 
situatiom for human beings! imprisoned between impenetrable 
walls of rock and descending water ; enveloped by a wild chaos 
of mixed air and water, whirled about in horrible confusion. It 
occupies time in describing this, but the impression is momentary, 
and never to be effaced. Down drop the brimful oceans, crash 
upon crash ; loud peal the hollow rattling thunders. As a thou- 
sand erags rifted at once by lightning from the top of a lofty 
mountain, dart headlong, crumbling, to the distant valley, and 
reiterating with deafening loudness, stupify the dismayed inhabit- 
ant over whose head they rebound ; so flies Niagara over us 
desperately swift ; and madly bellowing as it recoils high above 
the trembling earth, astounds the affrighted senses of the pre- 
sumptuous mortals, who thus dare to break into this worse than 
Tartarean dungeon. An awful plunge ! Dreadful uproar echoes 
round the deep abyss, whilst the never ceasing war of jarring 
elements, break, quiver, burst, and roll around— 


As if the phrensied demons of the air, 
Loosed from their chains of adamant had met 
In fierce encounter. 


Mingling yells and groans of horror, appear to unite with the class 
of sparkling armour, and the angry spirits of the torrent, from 
their watery caverns, seem to exclaim load and threatening, be- 
gone !—We obey the summons, and hurrying precipitately away, 
regain a more secure and comfortable station. 

At a little distance from the cataract, an immense rock has 
fallen upon smaller fragments, and formed by chance beneath its 
bulky weight, a spacious grotto. Other rocks falling, have closed 
the interstices on the lower sides and left only a low and difficult 
entrance from above. The clouds of spray hang at times around 
it, and dripping in refreshing showers, make the place an agree- 
able and seasonable retreat. Thither I retired for shelter, from 
behind the torrent ; and as the day was considerably advanced, ! 
sat within this hermit-like cave, and dined upon the contents of 
the “case and pistol” with which every true pedestrian should 
be provided. Once more I essayed the frightful passage behind 
the falls, which appears less terrifying on the second attempt. 
Now completely drenched, I retraced my steps to the stair-ladder, 
ascended it, and proceeded to Ontario House. On the way, ! 
inquired of a man, whether ladies ever ventured behind the Falls 
of Niagara? *‘ Aye,” said he, “hundreds.” They fasten a thin 
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handkerchief over their faces, for interposing the particles of wa- 
ter, stop their ears, and running heroically through the deluge of 
spray, return, and by soon changing their dress prevent any dan- 
cer of injuring their health. 

The path leads along the brow of the precipice, from any part 
of which is obtained the best and most comprehensive view pos- 
sible, of the Grand Falls. A capacious prospect of them is af- 
forded from the well known Table-rock, the cliffs near which, 
and a part of that huge projection itself, fell three or four years 
since, with a tremendous crash, and exposed the internal structure 
of the fetid-limestone, which has numerous small cavities mostly 
filled with a soft calcareous mineral, aptly denominated from its 
appearance, petrified foam. Heaps of fragments of rock lay at 
the bottom of the American falls, presenting from this side a very 
singular appearance. The water dashes upon them, and rolling 
in different channels which have worn deep among the stones, 
causes by the friction, a mist to rise from the whole surface of the 
descending streams ; resembling in a great degree, rivers of smok- 
ing lava rolling down the side of a burning mountain. 

Logs of wood, curiously smoothed and rounded, at each end, 
are always floating at the edge of the river, which, originally rough 
trunks of trees, have been a long while rubbing against each other 
under the cataract, and have at last been extricated in that regular 
form. Whatever comes over the falls is destroyed and broken to 
pieces. Fishes without life, parts of animals, and the limbs of 
human beings, it is said, are sometimes found washed on the 
shore. Accidents, however, are not as frequent as might be ex- 
pected: but such as we do sometimes read of, are of the most 
distressing kind. 

Upon the roof of the large hotel on this side, the proprietor has 
made a platform with seats and boxes of earth, and vines and 
flowers growing over a frame work: the house itself stands 
highly elevated, and from the still higher peak, spreads, a pros- 
pect unrivalled in extent and grandeur. The broad sweep of 
the Niagara is traced in its smooth majestic march to the boister- 
ous scene which must disturb its tranquillity so soon, and to the 
cloudy gulf into which it is so soon to be precipitated. At first it 
recoils from opposing rocks; and then, mad with resistance 
bounds franticly over the descending ledge—again recoil i 
bounds forward, and tossing the foaming billows into the air, as it 
struggles hard through the narrowest pass, trembles, bounds once 
more, and at last launches down, exulting in the glory of its own 
magnificent display. It is indeed a wonder, thus to behold the 
accumulated waters of a chain of lakes and large rivers, extend- 
ing two thousand miles over the north-western territories, here 
centred in a narrow strait, falling over a ledge of one hundred 
and sixty-two feet, and descending nearly as many more between 
the lofty sides of a contracted chasm. 

Vou. V. 93 
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The Grace of God Manifested. 


en! 
— 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


MEMOIR OF MISS ELIZABETH HOUGH, OF CHILLICOTHE, OHIO, 


Wirth the view of perpetuating the memory of a highly es. 
teemed and pious young lady, and of holding up her example’as 
an encouragement to others, to “follow her as she followed 
Christ ;” the writer begs leave to offer to the readers of the Meth- 
odist Magazine, the following brief memoir. 


Miss ExizasetH Hoven was born in Fayette county, Penn- 
sylvania, on the 30th of May, 1797, of highly respectable pa- 
rents, of the society of Quakers. Her father, the late Benjamin 
Hough, Esq, of Chillicothe, a gentleman of amiable character 
and greatly respected by his extensive acquaintance, filled various 
important offices in the state of Ohio; particularly as a member 
of the Legislature, and as Auditor of the state. On his appoint- 
ment to the latter office, in the year 1808, Mr. Hough, with his 
family removed from Steubenville to Chillicothe, at that time 
the seat of government of the state. : 

Of the early life of Miss Hough, nothing remarkable is recol- 
lected. She often suffered much from a peculiar affliction in the 
glands of her mouth and neck, to which she was subject from her 
birth. She was thereby frequently prevented from partaking of 
the pleasures and amusements, in which her youthful associates 
and acquaintances were engaged ; and sometimes felt a disposi- 
tion to repine at her lot, and murmur on account of it—particu- 
larly as she had not even the hope of obtaining relief from her af- 
fliction. She occassionally attended the public worship of God 
in the Presbyterian Church ; but the truths of the gospel do not 
appear to have made any lasting impression on her mind. It is 
not known that she felt any unusual concern for the salvation of 
her soul, until she was in the twenty-first year of her age. 

It was in the summer of the year 1818, a short time before 
the commencement of the memorable revival of religion in Chilli- 
cothe, that the Spirit of God wrought in the mind of Miss Hough, 
a conviction of her lost and dangerous state by nature, and she was 
brought to feel her need of a Saviour. The manner of her con- 
viction may afford additional encouragement to Christians, to 
recommend religion by precept as well as by example. There 
lived at this time, in the family of Mr. Hough, as a boarder, a 
young gentleman who had recently been made a subject of Divine 
grace, and obtained a knowledge of Christ through the remission 
of sins. Feeling an earnest desire for the salvation of others, 
particularly his intimate acquaintances, he sought opportunities 
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to converse with them about religion. With a countenance and 
voice which bespoke his anxious concern for Miss Hough’s spi- 
ritual welfare, he remarked to her, one day, as she passed him in 
the entry of her father’s house, ‘“* What a pity it would be, if, after 
suffering so much affliction in this life, you should be miserable to 
all eternity !? These few words were the most effectual sermon 
she had ever before heard. She heard them with apparent indiffer- 
ence ; but after retiring to her room, the Spirit of God applied them 
with force to her heart and conscience. She endeavoured to ban- 
ish the thought ; yet still the words seemed to be sounding in her 
ears—“ What a pity ! if, after suffering so much affliction in this 
life, you should be miserable to all eternity !” She tried to divert 
her mind, and shake off those serious reflections ; but her 
efforts were unavailing. The Spirit of God had fastened convic- 
tion on her mind ; and the rays of Divine light which shone into 
her soul, gave her a clear discovery of her lost and undone con- 
dition, without a Saviour. She saw and felt that she was a sin- 
ner, and that, as such, the wrath of God was hanging over her ; 
and now she was brought to cry, in the bitterness of her soul, 
‘“¢ God be merciful to me a sinner!” Tears of penitence and sighs 
of distress evinced the anguish of her soul.’ 

Feeling now her need ot spiritual instruction, and of religious 
society, she attended the public worship of God in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, where she heard the doctrines of free grace, 
repentance, and salvation by faith, illustrated and enforced great- 
ly to her encouragement and comfort. About three weeks after 
her conviction, being satisfied with the doctrines and discipline of 
the church, she united herself to it. A few days after this, while 
prostrate before God in her room, praying and crying to Him in 
the deepest anguish of mind, for deliverance from the guilt and 
burthen of sin, she was enabled by faith to venture her all upon 
Christ for salvation, and instantly experienced the pardoning mer. 
cy of God. Her distress and anguish was in a moment removed, 
and her soul truly filled with that joy which is “unspeakable and 
full of glory.” In the fulness of her soul, she immediately pro- 
claimed to her friends and acquaintances, what great things God 
had dene for her—the change which she experienced—the hap- 
piness she felt. She rejoiced greatly in God her Saviour, and 

*¢ Jesus all the day long, 
Was her joy and her song.” 

From the time of her conversion, she entered with delight upon 
the practice of the duties of religion ; and from thenceforth to 
the day of her death, continued to adorn her profession by a 
“Godly walk and chaste conversation ;” attending on all the or- 
dinances of God’s house ; and recommending, both by precept 
and example, that religion which was now 
“ The joy and delight of her heart.” 
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Her faith was strong, and in continued exercise : whereby she 
was enabled to walk in the light of God’s countenance, and to 
“‘ ask and receive that her joy might be full.” Ofttimes has she 
been so overwhelmed with a sense of the presence and love of 
God, as to sink nerveless tothe floor. Inthe ardour and fervency 
of her soul, she experienced how inadequate language is to de- 


scribe the fulness of joy, the ‘“ peace which passeth all under. - 


standing,” which she felt. As “out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh ;” so it was her delight to converse 
about the things of God and of eternity. She regularly attended 
her class-meetings, whenever practicable. She greatly loved this 
excellent means of grace ; and the.rational account which she 
gave, from time to time of her experience in the things of God, 
was rendered a blessing to her class mates. Thus it appeared 
that God in His wisdom was preparing our afflicted young sister, 
gradually for that “ rest which remaineth for the people of God,” 
and into which she was shortly to enter. 

In the early part of the year 1819, Mr. Hough, with his fam- 
ily, removed from Chillicothe to his seat in the country, about two 
miles distant ; where, in the month of September folllowing, he 
died, leaving a large family of children, most of them young.— 
This was a very painful dispensation of Divine Providence to the 
whole family, but peculiarly so to Elizabeth, who from her afflic- 
tion, seemed more dependant on the protection and support of 
her father than any of the family. But her religion taught her 
submission to the will of Heaven. 

It now remains to give some account of the last sickness and 
death of the subject of this memoir. 

In the month of August, 1821, she was attacked with a bilious 
intermitting fever, which in a few days brought her down to the 
gates of death. The violence of the disease then somewhat 
abating, and some favourable symptoms taking place, hopes were 
entertained by her friends for her recovery. But the vital func- 
tions were too far impaired ; her constitution, which had always 
been delicate, received a shock from which it could not recover. 
She lingered until the 5th of October following, when life, as it 
were, gradually ebbed out, and she expired without any apparent 
pain, in the 25th year of her age. 

In the beginning of her afflictions she passed through some 
painful exercises of mind, concerning her spiritual state. The 
adversary of souls thrust sore at her, and for some days her men- 
tal conflicts were severe. But He who “ knoweth how to deliver 
the godly out of temptation,” delivered her. About four weeks 
before her death, while struggling in the strength of faith and 
prayer, the “snare of the fowler” was in a moment broken ; her 
captive soul was liberated, and filled with that “love which cast- 
eth out fear,”—with “all the fulness of God.” She instantly rais- 
ed her feeble hands and voice in shouts of praise to God. She 
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seemed truly overwhelmed with a sense of the presence and love of 
God; and ceased not, when her strength would permit, to talk in 
rapturous strains of the wonders of redeeming love, and the glories 
of a future state of blessedness. Many of her friends and ac- 
quaintances in Chillicothe went out daily to see her, to all of whom 
she spoke with such earnestness and sweetness concerning their 
souls, and of the love of God, as failed not to touch their hearts. 

She continued in this happy frame of mind till the day of her 
death ; although for the last few days, her strength was so far 
exhausted that she talked but little. During her illness shé was 
visited occasionally by brother James Quinn, stationed preacher 
in the Chillicothe station. Of those interviews he has favoured 
me with the following account, with which I shall conclude this 
memoir. 

‘I made two or three visits to our dear'sister, Elizabeth Hough, 
during the time of her last affliction, and always found her mind 
calmly stayed on God, ‘knowing inwhom she had believed.’ On 
my first visit, when I entered her room, with a heavenly smile on 
her countenance, she said—‘ Oh brother Quinn, how I longed to 
see you, to tell you how good the Lord is to my poor soul. I 
have suffered great pain, but have had glorious times. My mind 
has been stayed on God, and He has kept my soul in perfect 
“oneal I said, ‘do you feel my sister that the-sting of death is 
drawn?’ She replied, ‘ O yes! and thanks be to God, I have 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Whilst we sung a 
hymn and joined in prayer, it seemed as if her happy soul was 
filled with divine raptures, and lost in the vision of God. , Stephen 
like, she seemed to be looking up steadfastly into heaven. Never 
shall I forget the expressive, yet inexpressible lustre which shone 
in her countenance, while she expressed herself to this effect :— 
‘Qh! it is better to depart and be with Christ—I have a better 
and an enduring substance—I love my blessed Lord, and He 
loves me—He is mine and I am His—QOh glory! glory !—praise 
the Lord O my soul.’ ; 

“Qn my second and third visits, I found her still in the same 
tranquil, happy frame of mind. She observed, on my last visit, 
that she ‘ had not such soul ravishing views at all times ; but that 
her soul rested in peace, resigned ; and that her confidence in 
God her Redeemer, remained firm and unshaken !? I was not 
with her when she took her exit ; but learn from her mother, that 
she continued in the same serene and happy frame, until, with- 
out a struggle or groan, she slept in Jesus.” S.W 
Chillicothe, (O:) March 14, 1822. 
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Miscellaneous. 


—<j— 


To the Editor of the Methodist Magazine. 
Dear Broruer, 
Tue following remarks are spbmitted with humble defer. 
ence to your judgment, whether they have any claim to the no. 
tice of the Christian public, through the medium of the Magazine. 


MONITORY HINTS. 


The prevailing triumph of Christianity in the world, is a sub. 
ject which most deeply interests the breast of the philanthropist. 
While Ethiopia stretches out her hands unto God, and the isles 
of the sea are receiving ‘his law, the tribes of the forest are im- 
bibing the word of life, and the altars of Christendom are strewed 
with sacrifices which do honour to the cause of Immanuel. The 
effusions of joy which flow from a survey of this scene could not 
well be repressed without doing violence to every feeling of be- 
nevolence : yet to the eye of disternment there is one considera- 
tion which sometimes gives them a check, and is succeeded by 
the most poignant sensibility. It is, that the work begun is not 

nished, and that the process which must accomplish it, will pro- 
bably exclude many fair shoots from taking deep root and flourish- 
ing in the garden of the Lord. The requisition, “If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself daily, and take up his 
cross, and follow me,” continues of the same unlimited impor- 
tance through life. Hence the quantum of religion cannot be 
ascertained by a recurrence to church records. While we dis- 
miss from our account scores whose spurious claim brings them 
into the register of the saints, it may be well to examine why no 
more of the legitimate number bring forth the fruits of holiness. 

A subject so frequently and so variously discussed as that of 
religion, may reasonably claim the priority of being well explain- 
ed and well understood ; but from a defect in practice, a sugges- 
tion arises, that something remains to be done. To detect the 
human heart in all its windings and disguises, would require an 
ability which the writer has no conceit of possessing, but it is 
thought that some touches may be given which would serve as a 
clue to other discoveries, and that the inquiry followed up would 
result in the happiest consequences. Justice to the subject would 
require that the different gradations of intellect, the variety of 
personal endowments, the distinction of rank and circumstances 
which compose the Christian community, should be distinctly 
noticed. And here is a field so broad, and presenting such @ 
contiguity of objects, that to attempt a sketch of one, may be 
deemed arrogance. God forbid that we should presume to amuse, 
while we point not to the heart. 
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in the science of religion, more than in any other, its peculiar 
excellencies are unfolded to a close investigation and faithful pur- 
suit ; in order to which it is of the first moment to have just per- 
ceptions of its progress. A diversity of opinion exists as to the 
order of the work, while all admit its nature. While some at 
their initiation conceive they know the whole, others acknow- 
ledge a progression without ever arriving at any degree of emi- 
nence. Some, with preconceived views of a finished work, 
having attained to the prescribed standard, remain stationary, or 
move in an eccentric sphere, without approximating much towards 
the centre; and now and then one fastens his eye upon the infinite, 
superior to external influence or attraction, and too strongly set 
for the mark to yield to internal perplexities, leaves himself and 
the world behind, with unslacked ardour pursues his course, till, 
having returned to his original constitution, he participates the 
unmixed felicities of the element he was created to enjoy. So 
deeply debased are we by the fall, that we know not properly the 
extent and ability of our intellectual or moral powers till by grace 
we are restored to primitive simplicity. Hence may be account- 
ed the incongruous usurpations upon the prerogatives of others, 
and the neglect of cultivating and improving upon our own stock. 
If we reverse the usual order of the climax, and present first the 
more important character, it is from considering that the effect of 
his influence upon the less, is likely to be greater than that of a 
previous direct notice. 

There are some who seem capable of deep metaphysical and 
philosophical research. They can nicely define the different ex- 
istences of spirit, with its principles of animation and re-action, 
and trace nature through her various operations of cause and ef- 
fect, to which native powers is added the refinement of literature. 
These properties, however estimable, unless divine grace give 
them a right direction, are naturally hostile to the simplicity of 
the gospel, for they are apt to claim some distinction in settling 
the subjects of faith, which can only be done by revelation and 
spiritual comprehension. The world by wisdom knows not God. 
But it is not from their internal effect exclusively that hinderances 
arise ; for they frequently draw from without a train of attendant 
evils. ‘The respect usually paid to talents is often like a secret 
poison, working death under the fair appearance of life. If it 
destroys not immediately, it saps the root of life, and leaves a 
heartless trunk, incapable of yielding fruit or giving healthful 
shade. It is easier to endure “ reproaches, necessities, perils, 
weariness, painfulness, hunger, thirst, cold, and nakedness,” than 
to withstand the enchanting voice of adulation and praise. We 
are not wanting for instances of persons who commenced a reli- 
gious course with promising abilities for usefulness, whose pro- 
gress flattered the hopes of the pious, and gained the confidence 
of the public, till they became entrusted with sacred and import- 
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ant oflices ; at length, intoxicated with vanity at their hasty emi- 
nence, they were suddenly precipitated from this premature ele- 
vation, and in their descent betrayed not only the duplicity of 
their own calculations, but a reprehensible credulity in those by 
whose influence they were brought into notice. It is with regret 
that we think it important to inveigh against that charity which 
believes all to be genuine which appears so, and gives ready cur- 
rency to that stamp of character which bears a resemblance to 
the true, without sufficiently examining its qualities. Another fact 
which reflects upon the injured cause is, that many of its lovers 
love also a little of that adscititious excellence which they vainly 
expected to derive from an acquisition of members possessing 
wealth and influence. Though we would not underrate riches 
or learning, for, subservient to religion, they are of great conse- 
quence, yet we would not pay a cringing respect to those who 
possess them; of whom our holy and exalted religion stands en- 
tirely independert. 

The abuse or misapplication of the gifts of nature and Provi- 
dence is one of the heaviest weights in the scale of a Christian’s 
improprieties ; because to these may be referred almost every 
other evil that we lament. As the stewards of the Lord, we are 
to improve them for himself only : not a part, but the whole ; not 
some times, but at all times ; and to be so divested of any self- 
complacency therein, that we may look upon them as the things 
of another, yet zealous of their right appropriation, as though 
eternal life depended on it. Could we read the heart, how often 
should we see those very acts which are blazoned with the high- 
est encomiums, and carry the most benevolent appearances, tinc- 
tured with a self-commendation, which must render them odious in 
the eyes of God. Let the eloquent speaker look for himself in his 
moving expressions and happy illustrations, in his brilliant quota- 
tions and judicious references. Let the approved writer peruse 
the admirable pages of his work, and observe if no conscious flush 
of superiority arise while considering his far-spread fame. — Let 
the liberal donor survey the extent of his charities, and see how 
many are indebted to his generosity, and his distinguishing ability 
to do good. 

External improprieties, numerous as they are, might easier be 
specified than to trace the springs whence they arise. In the 
first stages of religion there is often concealed in the soul what 
would shock the maturer Christian in the survey of his experi- 
ence, when he finds himself able to act free from his native bias 
and predilection, and feels that none of the restrictions and obli- 
gations of the divine law, are difficult or painful. That all have 
not equal judgment, is as evident in spiritual as in temporal things, 
and that this faculty is not the criterion of holiness, is also evi- 
dent ; yet it must be allowed to be one of the most invaluable pro- 
perties in Christian practice. The errors which so often obtrude 
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upon the plainest system evince, in a thousand instances, the weak- 
ness of human judgment. From a mistaken conception of their 
calling, persons may do much and to little purpose. If their work 
be not properly timed and placed it is liable to do more hurt than 
total negligence. There is with many a common sentiment, that 
the principal work consists in teaching others, either publicly, pri- 
vately, or both ; and they resolve that no opportunity shall escape 
without detaching themselvs from the responsibility of neglected 
duty ; and without considering much the circumstances of the 
individuals to whom their license extends, they often give an 
undigested portion, unsuitable and misapplied. If we would 
do good, we must not consider so much the effect on ourselves 
as on those for whom we labour, and study to know the best 
time and method for their sakes The idea that our prescribed 
plan must be brought into operation on all occasions is doubtless 
frequently an illusion of Satan. We confess there is much less 
occasion to caution the forward than to excite the backward ; but 
leaving such as will do nothing, we could wish to see such as are 
willing to do much, labour to the best advantage, considering the 
result more than the work itself.- The members of the church, 
like the members of the body, have their distinct offices ; and for 
each to know his own and exercise himself at his respective post 
would be the sure way for the church to become enlarged and 
beautified. It is commonly thought that if Christians can set 
aside the influence of the world, and overcome the fear of man, 


they are then able to act for God without hinderance or detri- 


ment. But there is sometimes an influence from Christians more 
dangerous than that of the world, because its lines are drawn 
so intricate as hardly to admit of discovery. Yet when a sincLe 
EYE looks through the shade, how distinctly may they be seen, 
and how much do they detract from many of the most apparently 
virtuous actions. 

Were we to detail upon the list of ordinary Christians we 
should find items to a large amount on the score of ignorance, 
prejudice, indolence, lukewarmness, worldly-mindedness, sensual 
indulgence, refined extragavance, love of praise, of honour, fear, 
conceit, dislike, envy, suspicion, imagination, with their concomi- 
tants, a retinue of evils, which though they exist not in full pow- 
er, yet they are bars to that holiness without which we can no 
more live comfortably than we can die peacefully. 

In vain do we hold the purest creed, if our faith be only specu- 
lative. In vain do we attack the works of the devil if we enter 
not his bulwark within us. More detestable in the eyes of purity 
is the sainted mask of religion, than the deformed visage of infidel- 
ity. It is not enough that we are more abundant in the externals 
of religion, and claim a greater pre-eminence in piety than others ; 


the day is coming “which shall try every man’s work of what 
Vou. V. 24 
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sort it is ;> when much of what is now valued and admired wili 
probably be reduced to the weight of a grain, or be thrown en- 
tirely out of the balance. ; X. ¥. Z. 


~~ 


CUSTOMS OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS. 


From Bossuel’s Universal History. 


Tne Egyptians were the first among whom the rules of gov. 
ernment were known. That grave and serious nation first under. 
stood the true end of policy which is to render life commodious, 
and people happy. The ever uniform temperature of the clime 
made their understandings solid and steady. As virtue is the 
foundation of all society, virtue they diligently cultivated. Their 
cardinal virtue was gratitude. The glory allowed them, of being 
the most grateful of all men, shows that they were also the most 
sociable. Good offices are the bond of public and private union. 
He who acknowledges favours, loves to bestow them; and ingra- 
titude once banished, the pleasure of doing good remains so pure, 
that it is no longer possible to be insensible of it. Their laws 
were simple, full of equity, and suited to unite the citizens among 
themselves. He who had it in his power to save a person attack- 
ed, and did it not, was punished with death as rigorously as the 
assassin. But if a man could not relieve the distressed, he was 
obliged however to delate the author of the violence, and there 
were punishments appointed for those who neglected this duty. 
Thus the citizens were mutually the guard of each other, and the 
whole body of the state was united against evil doers. It was not 
allowed to be useless to the state ; the law assigned each his en- 
ployment, which descended from father to son. A man could 
neither have two, nor change his profession , but then all profes- 
sions were honourable. There were necessarily some employ- 
ments and persons more considerable than others, as there must 
needs be eyes in the body. Their brightness does not make the 
feet, or the lower parts contemptible : so among the Egyptians, 
the priests and soldiers had peculiar marks of honour ; but all 
trades, to the very meanest, were held in esteem; and it was 
thought criminal to despise the citizens, whose labours, whatever 
th®y were, contributed to the public good. By this means all arts 
came to their perfection: honour which fosters them, was every 
where concerned: men did better what they had always seen 
rset and what they had solely been practised in from their in- 
ancy. 

But there was one occupation which was to be common, and 
that was the study of the laws, and of wisdom. Ignorance of the 
religion and polity of the country was dispensed with in no station : 
moreover, each profession had its district assigned it: from this: 
there arose no inconveniency in a country that was not very 
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large ; and in so beautiful an economy the idle had no where to 
hide themselves. | 
Among so good laws, what was most excellent, was, that every 
body was bred up in the spirit of observing them. A new cus- 
tom was a prodigy in Egypt ; every thing went on always in the 
same regular course ; and the exact observance of small matters, 
maintains those of greater moment: and so never was there a 
people that longer preserved its usages and laws. The order of 
their courts of justice served fo keep up this spirit. Thirty judges 
were chosen out of the principal cities, to compose the court that 
judged the whole kingdom. None were to be seen in those 
places of dignity but persons of the greatest honour and gravity 
in the whole country. The prince appointed them certain reve- 
nues, that so being free from domestic incumbrances, they might 
bestow their whole time in enforcing the observance of the laws. 
Nothing did they get by law-suits, and making a trade of justice 
was yet a thing unthought of. To avoid impositions, affairs were 
discussed by writing in that assembly. Those sages were afraid 
of false eloquence, which dazzles the judgment, and moves the 
passions. Truth could not be set forth in too dry a manner. 
The president of the senate wore a golden collar set with precious 
stones, from whence hung a figure without eyes, which was called 
Truth. His putting it on was the signal for opening the sessions. 
He moved it towards the party that was to gain his cause, and 
this was the form of pronouncing sentence. Oneof the finest ar- 
tifices of the Egyptians, to preserve their ancient maxims, was to 
clothe them with certain ceremonies which imprinted them upon 
the mind. ‘Those ceremonies were observed with due reflection, 
nor did the serious humour of the Egyptians suffer them to dwin- 
dle into bare forms. Those who had no business, and lived an 
innocent life, might avoid the scrutiny of that severe tribunal. 
But there was in Egypt one sort of trial altogether extraordinary, 
which nobody escaped. ’Tis a consolation on a deathbed, to 
leave one’s name in esteem among men, and of all human bless- 
ings, this is the only one that death cannot rob us of. But it 
was not allowed in Egypt indiscriminately to praise all the dead; 
this honour was to be had only by a public decree. The moment 
a man died, he was brought into judgment. The public accuser 
was heard. If he proved that the conduct of the deceased had 
been bad, his memory was condemned, and he deprived of burial. 
The people admired the power of the laws, which extended even 
after death, and every one, touched with the recent example, fear- 
ed to disgrace his memory and his family. But if the defunct 
was not convicted of any misdemeanor, he was buried honoura- 
bly; and a panegyric was made upon him, but without the least 
mention of his birth. All Egypt was noble, and besides, no 
praises there were regarded, but such as were won by merit. 
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Livery one knows how carefully the Egyptians preserved dead 
bodies. Their mummies are still to be seen. Thus their grati- 
tude to their kindred was immortal: children, by beholding the 
bodies of their ancestors, called to mind their virtues which the 
public had acknowledged, and were animated to love the laws 
they had left them. 

To prevent borrowing, whence proceed idleness, frauds, and 
chicane, king Asychis made a decree, that no man should borrow 
without mortgaging his father’s body to the lender. It was at 
once impious and infamous, not speedily to redeem so precious a 
pledge ; and he who died without discharging this duty, was de- 
nied sepulture. 








Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 
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MISSION AMONG THE WYANDOTS. 


Extract of a Letier from the Rev. James B. Finley, to the Rev. 
S. G. Roszel. 


Sandusky Mission House, Feb. 20, 1822. 
Dear BrortTHer, 


Tuovuenu we have a thorny field to labour in yet, blessed 
be the name of Israel’s God, we have some encouragement to 
labour on. Religion is on the rise ; we have congregations, and 
great attention: some are converted, and some are quickened, 
backsliders tremble, and the pious rejoice. 

I received your welcome letter at a time when gloomy clouds 
had darkened my mind, and I was under discouragement: but 
your favour quickened me in spirit. I have written to the Juve- 
nile Society, and addressed the letter to your care. Our family 
at present consists of thirteen. We rise at 5 o’clock, have family 
devotion before daylight, breakfast, and then all to business. At 
12 we dine: at 7, offer our thanksgiving for the mercies of the 
day, and retire to bed about 9. Our common fare is sassafras 
tea for breakfast, with some meat. At dinner, meat and hom- 
money, and at supper some take tea, and some water, sugar and 
bread. On these we have our health, and feel thankful. We 
hope soonto have some milk. I have no other desire than to do 
the will of my Lord and Master. I work hard every day, and 
sleep sound every night: but I want more grace. I still feel a 
want of more of Godin my soul. Oh! that I could feel His per- 
fect love, and in all things be conformed to the Divine Mind. 
Unless God opens the hearts of this people, I cannot be satisfied: 
without this, it seems to me I might as well be buried alive. 1 
expect in one month to have twelve hundred pannels of fence 
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up, which will enclose about sixty acres. I have on hand a 
house, 48 feet by 38, of squared logs: and until I get this rea- 
dy for occupation, I can do nothing to purpose ina school. | 
want almost every thing ; clothing, bedding, and money to pay my 
hired labourers. If you can do any thing for. us, I shall be thank- 
ful. May the Lord ride on prosperously, and may you be more 
and more successful every day in your labour of love, and pa- 
tience of hope. Pray for us; and believe that I remain un- 


changeably Yours, 
James B. FINtey. 


——_ 


TO THE JUVENILE FINLEYAN MISSIONARY MITE SOCIETY OF 
BALTIMORE, GREETING -— 
Sandusky Mission House, Feb. 13, 1822. 


May grace, mercy and peace from God the Father, and 
from our blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, inspire your youthful 


minds with holy ardour and flaming zeal, to grow in holiness, and 
to spread the honour of his Name as far as the wretched race of 


Adam has peopled the earth, until “ Holiness to the Lord” shall 
be the motto of all nations. 

Although I am buried in this forest among red men, and secluded 
from Christian society, in a great measure, yet I must acknow- 
ledge, as a duty I owe to God, you and myself, I am not worthy 
of the honour you have conferred on me, by calling your laudable 
institution by my name. For I am conscious that the hardest 
station, or the most ignorant class of men in all God’s vineyard, 
deserves a better minister than I am. I daily feel my leanness 
and barrenness of soul, my unprofitableness as a minister of God. 
Oh! for more holiness, more power, more love, more zeal, to 
perform with a ready mind and active will, all my duty in my 
present station. All my afflictions and sufferings are nothing, if 
I can only accomplish the benevolent wishes of God’s people, 
and promote the kingdom of my blessed Master and Lord, who 
has done so much for my poor soul. In the accomplishment of 
this, I should for ever despair were it not for the promises of the 
gospel, and knowing that he who sent me, and inspires your youth- 
ful minds, hath all power in heaven and earth, and has said 
“ Ask of me and I will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.” Such 
are the embarrassments and oppositions which present themselves, 
that to look at them through the eye of human reason, would 
freeze the soul and make the adventurer flee ; but faith in the di- 
vine promise gives another colouring and inspires me with cour- 
age to perseverance, in hope of a final triumph. The difficulty 
of communicating by interpreters, the avaricious disposition of 
wicked traders, who vend spirituous liquors among them ; their 
violent opposition to having the minds of these sons of ignorance 
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instructed, with the prejudices of the Indians against education, 
and their deep depravity of heart, are some of the most formida- 
ble barriers to the progress of religion amongst them. But bless. 
ed be God ! these difficulties are not altogether insurmountable, 
for some have “believed with the heart unto righteousness,” and 
{ have reason to believe that God at this time is most powerfully 
at work in their hearts. A few sabbaths ago I visited a part of 
my charge, twelve miles from this place, and for the first time 
explained our rules, letting them know that I was now determined 
to form classes and to establish order and regularity in the so- 
cieties,* and that all who were determined to forsake the tradi- 
tions of their fathers, and quit dram drinking, should have their 
names on paper with me ; and those who wished to retain their 
former customs and vices must stay back. Such a season of the 
outpouring of the Spirit of God I have scarcely ever seen. Oh! 
what sorrows and joys were vented in sobs and tears. Twenty- 
three came forward and enlisted under the blessed standard of the 
gospel, while sinners cried alond for merey, saying, “ O ! Sha-shus 
Ta-men-tare,” “ for Jesus’ sake take pity on us,” while some fled 
from the presence of the Lord. Through grace we have one great 
advantage. Our best interpreters have caught the holy fire. Last 
Sabbath, cold as it was, in the open air, only sheltered by some 
old pieces of bark, I had about two hundred hearers, who sat pa- 
tiently for nearly three hours to hear the word of God, (sotedious is 
our manner of preaching by interpreters) while I tried to preach 
tothem. The substance of my sermon was, Take notice! Jesus 
stands at your hearts and knocks, and says, if any of you will lay 
your heart open, and let me come into you, I will live in your 
hearts and deliver you from sin, and bring you to my good home 
in Heaven. We had a good time. On Tuesday night | lodged 
with one of the chiefs, named Between-the-logs, who is very zeal- 
ous in religion. Almost all night, and until 11 o’clock next 
day, I was contending with the opposers of religion, particularly 
with one who had been zealous for God, but is now a wretched 
apostate. His name is Two-logs ; but God gave me power to 
speak so that the old man felt himself confounded, and he request- 
ed the interpreter not to let me know what he said. This the In- 
terpreter refused ; and after that, the old man was dumb and all 
his party. Then Between-the-logs began a pointed and power- 
ful exhortation. God was with us. The believing party wept, 
rejoiced, shook hands, and triumphed over the gainsayers. This 
evening we shall have a public prayer meeting at the Council 
house, and I have given out that I am determined to see who is 
on the Lord’s side. This day I feel a great travail of soul for the 
success of this meeting. Sometimes | almost fear, at other times 


* Hitherto no regulations had been entered into, but one open meeting had been held 
every sabbath. 
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i feel a holy triumph in my soul. Just before I commenced this 
scrawl I was alone in the forest, swinging my maul, and splitting 
rails to fence a corn field; my soul was deeply engaged with God: 
when Heaven opened on my soul! I fell on my maul and shouted 
aloud. Since that, and now while I am writing, I feel as if glory 
was streaming around ! Hallelujah ! Glory, honour, and praise to 
Him, “‘ Who despiseth not the day of small things.” I do be- 
lieve as God is with us, we shall prosper. As it respects the 
school, our prospect I think is good. We have living with us 
four Indian girls, which are as many as we can admit, until we 
get more suitable buildings and more clothes and bedding. [| 
most heartily bless my good Master and Lord that he is in you 
about to raise up some friends for these poor naked children, who 
are as wild almost as the beasts. This work is worthy of your 
youthful compassion, and certainly bespeaks the fervour of your 
love to God and man. Such is the deep rooted enmity in many of 
the aged inhabitants in the west, whose friends have been massa- 
cred by these savage men, that they would rather exterminate than 
civilize or christianize them ; and my dependence for help in this 
laborious work is on such as have not those prejudices, and whose 
minds are more susceptible of sympathy for these poor children 
of the forest. I have twelve more at school, under Brother Stew- 
ard, the coloured man, who was the first instrument God honour- 
ed in sending light to this people. He still is a worker together 
with God and us. These chiidren all belong to the Big- mossey- 
Turtle tribe, and who were so anxious to have their children edu- 
cated, that they did not feel willing to wait until I could be pre- 
pared to take them: so I told them, if they would get a’house, 
and send their children from home until spring, I would hire a 
teacher and pay for his board. I had not a cent of money to be- 
gin with, but trusted in a gracious providence. Oh Lord! raise 
me up many friends to help in this work. Qn next Saturday I 
intend visiting the school, if God permit. The children we have 
learn fast, and one has made extraordinary progress in learning. 
When she came to us I do not know that she could understand 
one word of English. In four weeks she learned to spell in two 
syllables, and knit herself a pair of mittens. I shall, when my 
circumstances will admit, enlarge my school. I am labouring to 
put up a building, which I calculate, will be sufficient to hold fifty 
or sixty children. I believe I shall have as many as I can take, 
or find means to provide for. Every thing here is wanting, no- 
thing would come out of place, except ardent spirits, destructive 
every where. ' 

_ You request me, my beloved brother Roszel, to make an es- 
timate ‘“* What it will take to maintain and school a child for a 
year.” This is a difficult question to solve ; as we have nothing 
but conjecture for our guide. But after the buildings are erect- 
ed, and our farm is brought into complete operation, which must 
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be done, I do not think the Establishment, supposing it to con. 
sist of fifty children, would cost more than one thousand dollars 


per annum. . 

Say superintendent and his family, $400 
Interpreter and teacher for the male, and one female teach- 
er, aided by the superintendent’s wife, for the females 200 

Three female servants for washing, weaving, dairy and 
other domestic purposes, $50 each. - - 150 
Two young men to manage the farm, $100 each, 200 
$950 


From this imperfect statement you may form some estimate 
what it will take. 

Feb. 18th. Some time has elapsed since I commenced this 
epistle, for I can only write at intervals. The night meeting I 
mentioned was a good time, and fifteen joined society, four of 
whom, with their wives, are the principals of the nation. One 
very wild young woman, while I was trying to preach, on the 
certainty of the damnation of the finally impenitent, was struck 
with the power of God, fled out of the house, and fell her 
length on the ground, was taken up, and brought in. In this sit- 
uation she remained for some time ; but I believe she did not ex- 
perience the pardon of her sins at that time. I have not heard 
from her since. On Saturday last I visited the school, twelve 
miles from this place ; here I found eleven scholars, all of whom 
could spell in three letters, but could not pronounce distinctly. 
On the Sabbath I tried to preach, from ‘* Watch and pray always.” 
We had a good meeting. . Brother Between-the-logs exhorted 
with much feeling ; and I believe with good success. I then met 
the class. All appeared to be engaged, and one joined, named 
Big-River, a man I married a year ago. 

I shall at all times feel myself under obligations to give you all 
the information in my power on the subject of this mission and 
school ; and if you should think proper to communicate any part 
of this desultory epistle to our Book-Agent in New-York for his 
useful Magazine, you are at liberty. He has requested me to 
forward to him the state and progress of this work ; but I have 
not had leisure yet, nor shall I for some time be able to do so. 
If your Benevolent Institution should see proper to collect any 
articles of clothing, or bedding, as blankets, &c. they can be 
forwarded to brother Martin Ruter, Book Agent at Cincin- 
nati.* I beg leave to recommend to your kind consideration, our 


* Any kind friends to the Missionary cause who are disposed to make donations of 
clothing, blankets, bedding, &c. are respectfully informed that they can be deposited 
at Mr. Wm. Browne’s dwelling, Pace-street, at Mr. Samuel Howard’s store, No. 17 
North Howard-street ; at Armstrong & Plaskitt’s Book-Store, Market-street ; and at 
Mr. Abraham Hyams’ Paint and Paper Store, Bridge-street, Old-town, Baltimore : 
and at the Methodist Book-Room, No. 5 Chatham-Square, New-York. 
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beloved sister Harriet Stubbs, who has left all for Christ and 
this people ; and is now sitting contented with her little Indian 
girls around her, spelling and knitting. Perhaps it would be a 
gratification, if she were to receive a letter from some of her 
young sisters, introductory to a mutual correspondence. My 
dear young friends, I must now bid you farewell—pray for us 


daily. Mrs. Finley and all the family join in love to you all. 
Yours, James B. FINLEY. 


P. S. Perhaps you may wish to know how I fare among 
these poor Indians, with regard to food and lodging. Some are 
endeavouring to be cleanly, and to live more like the white peo- 
ple. On Saturday morning I breakfasted with my worthy friend, 
Between-the-logs, on meat. and potatoes ; I dined with another 
friend on a Deer’s head and boiled corn ; I supped with a third 
on boiled beans, hommony, and a piece of Raccoon. I eat as 
well and as much as [ can. I slept on a blanket with an Indian 
man, and we had another blanket to cover us. On the morning 
of the 14th, one of our old sisters left us and her family, in the 
faith of the gospel; and we comfort ourselves that she rests in 
Abraham’s bosom. She was a Chief’s wife. 


—j>—- 


UPPER CANADA MISSION. 


Rev. ano Dear BroruHer, 


I embrace this opportunity of communicating to you, and 
through you, to the Methodist Missionary Society in New-York, 
an account of the Mission to which brother Smith and myself were 
appointed at the last session of the Genesee Conference. Some 
of the difficulties to which a Missionary would necessarily be sub- 
ject in the newly settled parts of this country, I mentioned in a 
letter to brother Bangs. I have to say, that in this respect we 
have not been disappointed. But we had counted the cost, and 
resolved that nothing of this nature should impede our efforts in 
the undertaking. Though it was with many fears, but with many 
prayers to God, that we entered the field, we have great cause 
of rejoicing in the abundance of divine mercy, and the success of 
our labours. From the deep interest you take in the prosperity 
of Zion, I am confident you will rejoice to learn that the God 
of missions has been with us, and that the wilderness has, in some 
measure, become a fruitful field. 

The last of August we passed into the new settlements about 
thirty miles from this place ; and made it our first object to ascer- 
tain the state of the country, the wants and dispositions of the 
people, and to what places we might, with the best prospect of 
success, direct our attention. We found the inhabitants in gent. 

Vou. V. 25 
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ral composed of English, Scotch, and Irish, with a few American 
families; possessing different habits and inclinations, and conse. 
quently differently disposed as it respects religion. But they 
received us kindly, and generally expressed a desire to have the 
gospel preached among them. ‘To extend our labours to all those 
places where this desire was manifested, it was necessary to tra- 
vel over a large extent of country, frequently without any open 
roads, and sometimes without even the mark of the axe upon 
trees to guide us from one settlement to another. To travel with 
horses was found impracticable ; both from the state of the roads, 
and want of accommodation for our beasts. 

I found it necessary to return to my station in this place, before 
{could visit all those townships which were considered proper 
missionary ground ; nor have I been able since to travel so exten- 
sively as I could wish, from the important duties connected with 
my charge in town. Brother Smith has generally remained in 
the bush, while, as often as possible, I have gone to his assistance. 
He has performed his tours altogether on foot, directing his course 
by a small pocket compass where there was no path, and seme- 
times travelling from four to ten miles wihout meeting with the 
footsteps of man, or a house to shelter him from the storm. 

Although the people had generally expressed a wish to have 
preaching, yet at first but few attended ; four or five on week 
days, and not many on the Sabbath. Contending with difficul- 
ties common to new settlers, and anxious to render themselves 
comfortable in worldly circumstances, so much did the cares of 
life engross their attention, that it was difficult to engage their 
minds in the duties of religion. In numerous instances the Sab- 
bath was not regarded as holy to the Lord, but devoted to worldly 
purposes ; and many who were once living witnesses of the pow- 
er of godliness, had become lax in religious duties, and seemed 
to have lost, in a great measure, their spiritual enjoyments. 

But glory and praise to God, the scene is changed. An as- 
tonishing alteration in the manners of the people soon became 
visible ; not in one or a few places only, but generally where the 
gospel was preached. Where formerly our congregations were 
very small, houses are now crowded with listening multitudes, 
anxious to hear the word of salvation ; and their inquiry is not so 
much, * What shall we eat, and what shall we drink ?” but in 
many instances, “ What shall I do to be saved ?” The gathering 
crowds upon the Sabbath, and the multitudes which frequently 
press to the house of worship in the evenings, witness the solici- 
tude of their minds by their serious attention, and often by tears 
and cries of penitence. To see them in every direction coming 
from the woods with lighted torches, has often filled us with 4 
pleasing solemnity, and led us to reflect upon the importance of 
those realities, which have excited this deep interest in their 
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minds. We have had the pleasure of witnessing not only the 
tears, but in some instances, the joyful conversion'of penitents. 
In the townships of Esquesing and Chinquacousy, the Lord has 
favoured us with a revival ;* and a number have been brought 
from “darkness to light,” and ‘ made free from the law of sin 
and death.” They are principally young people. The work 
still appears to be progressing, and our meetings are crowned 
with the gracious presence of our God. 

In October we held our first quarterly meeting. It was in- 
deed, a season long to be remembered. Nearly one hundred 
collected upon the Sabbath, and about forty communicants came 
forward at the sacrament of the Lord’s supper. Our seven 
months’ labour, I trust, has not been in vain. We have formed 
six societies, and added nearly seventy members. The greater 
part of these were members before, in different parts of Europe 
and America; and others, we trust, are the fruits of recent la- 
bours. One circumstance of importance is, the members gene- 
rally evidence a genuine work of grace in their hearts ; and there 
is a gradual increase of holiness and zeal. Two Sabbath schools 
have been formed, in which are about fifty or sixty children.— 
They promise to become useful and important auxiliaries to the 
cause of religion in this infant establishment. One house of wor- 
ship has been erected, and two others will probably be completed 
in the course of the ensuing season. Surely the Lord is at work 
among the people ; and I believe he will still perform gloriously 
in this country. The views and efforts of our Missionary Society 
have evidently been seconded by the people, as doubtless they 
were first sanctioned by the great Head of the church. _ ' 

The country is new, having been settled but litle more than 
two years. In each of the townships of Esquesing and Chinqua- 
cousy there are about one hundred and fifty families ; and emi- 
grants are constantly moving into these and another township ad- 
joining. I would wish to suggest to our Missionary committee 
the necessity of persevering efforts in regard to this Mission ; as I 
think we have reason to be encouraged from the success of our 
first endeavours. ? 

The townships which form our Missionary field this year, are 
Toronto, Trafalgar, Chinquacousy, Esquesing and Erin. But 
these do not embrace all the ground where our labour is needed. 
The call is on every hand, “‘ Come and help us.” In Albion, 
Caledon, Eramosa and Nelson, the people would probably wel- 
come the messenger of salvation; and I am persuaded that our 
Missionary Society will, if possible, send an additional labourer 
the next year. The people will probably afford considerable as- 
sistance towards their support. 2 


*It likewise extends partly into Trafalgar and Toronto, as these townships join the 
others to the south. 
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A want of good roads and bridges has rendered the travelling 
difficult, and sometimes dangerous.* But these difficulties will 
disappear as the country becomes settled ; and are far less now 
than when we first visited the bush. 

The prospect in this town is by no means discouraging.— 
There is an evident increase of holiness among Christians ; and 
a number have been hopefully brought to a saving knowledge of 
the truth. Above thirty have been received into the society since 
I came here, and something more than that number have removed. 
This will account for the decrease in the returns of the last Min- 
utes. An unusual seriousness has lately appeared in our congre- 
gations, and some at this time are earnestly inquiring the “ way 
to Zion.” I am more and more convinced that my appointment 
to this place was of God ; and I have reason to think that I shall 
ever remember with pleasure and gratitude, my labours in Upper 
Canada. 

Your affectionate brother 
And Fellow-labourer 
In the Gospel of Christ, F. REEp. 


Rev. T. Mason, Cor. Sec. of the M. M. Society. 
York, U. C. 20th March, 1822. 


ACCOUNT OF A REVIVAL OF RELIGION ON AMENIA CIRCUIT. 


At the last Conference I was appointed to travel this cir- 
cuit which, however, only included five societies, and which were 
before connected with Duchess circuit. The central one, consist- 
ing of eighty members, was accommodated with a convenient and 
elegant Meeting-house. Here preaching was established every 
Sabbath morning. The other societies were supplied Sabbath 
afternoon and on week days. Besides these there were some 
neighbourhoods in which we had no stated preaching, and one 
object of making this a separate station was to supply these va- 
cancies. 

I endeavoured to avail myself of the earliest opportunity of en- 
tering into these unoccupied fields of labour, and, by holding up 
to the people and pressing upon their consciences the unadultera- 
ted word of God, to induce them if possible to submit to the yoke 
of Christ. To give the more effect to my publick labours, | 
adopted the singular method of private visits amoug those fami- 
lies to which I could have access, and supplied the schools with 


* I cannot forbear mentioning one circumstance, which may give you some idea 
of brether Smith’s mode of travelling. A want of bridges over the rivers and creeks, 
would absolutely prevent his passing into some settlements in seasons of high water, 
did not necessity lead to expedients. He carries with him a small axe, or more 
properly an Indian hatchet ; and when he comes to a stream which is not fordable, 
he falls a tree across it, and so passes over. At other times he passes by climb- 
ing up one tree and descending another, where they stand on opposite banks, and 
form a junction at their tops. | 
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our catechism, and heard the children recite their lessons. Inthe 
interim of preaching, prayer-meetings were appointed, in which 
the brethren exercised their gifts as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance. 

The good effects of these labours were soon witnessed.— 
Through the summer our congregations gradually increased. 
But the first conversions which were witnessed in the bounds of 
this circuit, took place at Rhinebeck Camp-meeting. Five young 
men, who went mourning returned rejoicing. On their return, 
their zeal in the cause of Christ awakened very many to a serious 
concern for their souls. Immediately the prayer-meetings were 
crowded ; and many, at these meetings, were earnestly engaged 
for salvation, which, often before they left the house, they found. 
This work commenced in the old society in Amenia. From this 
central place of my labours, the work extended to a place called 
Oblong, on the borders of Connecticut state. Here a great diver- 
sity of religious sentiment prevailed ; and though our preachers 
had occasionally preached to these people, no visible fruit had 
appeared. Calvinism and Universalism were strenuously main- 
tained by most of the people in this neighbourhood ; but the pow- 
er of truth alarmed their consciences, and casting off dependence 
in creeds and speculative notions, their hearts bowed to Christ, in 
whom they now believe as an all-sufficient, all-loving, and pres- 
ent Saviour. It was now delightful to preach to them. 

Washington was next visited by the out-pouring of the Spirit, 
where the gracious work is yet going on. Fifty-eight have join- 
ed the society in that place. From this place, the work has ex- 
tended to Towerhill, and restored harmony to that society, and 
added several to their number. 

In Kent, where we had no people, a society of thirty-seven 
members has been raised. ; 

The whole number who have united themselves to the Church 
is one hundred and ninety-six. Of these seven have joined the 
Presbyterians ; nineteen the Baptists ; one hundred and seventy 
the Methodists. So far we have to admire the constaricy of the 
young converts ; and from the circumstances of their education— 
inany of them having been early taught the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, and are the children of many prayers—we flatter ourselves 
they will not disappoint our hopes in their steadfastness. We en- 
deavoured to convince our opponents, whose professions of love 
and friendship we had some reasons to suspect, that the only 
ground of lasting Christian union is experimental and practical re- 
ligion ; and having taken a firm stand in favour of what we con- 
sider the whole truth as it is in Jesus, we hope none who have 
adhered to us will deviate from us into either error or vice. To 
God be all the glory ! And may He ever defend those who have 
been the fruits of this revival. 
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And here permit me to suggest a thought on the utility of ar. 
ranging stations in the manner of this. One of the greatest is, 
that it enables the preacher to be continually among the people, 
to attend all their meetings, to visit those under awakenings, and 
to counteract the designs of those who would take an advantage 
of our absence to seduce the young and inexperienced from the 
path of truth. Oj this account, as well as others, such stations 
are desirable. Iam yours, &c. D. Brayton. 


<b -- 
UPPER CANADA DISTRICT. 


The Rev. William Case, in a letter addressed to the editor, 
observes :—* Blessed be the Lord, we are prospering finely in 
this country. Our congregations, sabbath schools, missionary 
collections, a church-building spirit, as well as conversions, and 
order and harmony in the societies, all demonstrate the rising 
strength of Zion in these parts. There are now finishing or com- 
mencing twenty churches in this upper half of the province. We 
have more than forty sabbath schools and one thousand scholars. 
These nurseries of virtue and religious information promise much 
to the prosperity of the rising generation, both in a civil and reli- 
gious point of view. A great and happy improvement is visible 
since the close of the late war, which, in many places, by the con- 
fusion and calamities it introduced, had broken down the barriers 
of vice. Churches are crowded with listening hearers. Youth and 
children, instead of wandering in the fields, or loitering in the 
streets, are in many places thronging to the schools, with their 
books in their hands, and learning to read the Book of God! One 
man, who has a large family of children, a few days since obser- 
ved to me that, ‘Since sabbath schools began, I have had no 
trouble in the government of my family.’ 

‘«‘] hear that the donation of the Bibles and Testaments from 
the American Bible Society has arrived. These will be joyfully 
and thankfully received by the sabbath schools.” 








Obituary. 
- — 
DEATH OF MISS CLARISSA NORRIS, IN A LETTER TO MRS.F. GARRETSON. 


Near Bel Air, March 11, 1822. 

Ir is a duty that I owe to my dear aunt, delight of my eyes; the beloved participa- 
to myself, and to the memory of my saint- ter of all my joys and all my sorrows ; the 
ed sister, to write my Rhinebeck and New- grand ligament that attached me to earth! 
York friends an account of the last mo- my darling sister Clarissa! But she is gone 
ments of one who was so deservedly dear for ever from this world! God has taken 
to all those who had the happiness of her from us to reign with him in heaven! 
knowing her: but to me, her companion, —And dare we repine? Alas! poor hu- 
friend, sister, she was every thing! The man nature; how frail thou art! ¥ am 
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bowed down to the dust—I feel that the 
vital spring that gives life and energy to 
our domestic enjoyments, is sapped, bro- 
ken. Oh memory! memory! But I must 
write—I must endeavour to collect my 
harassed thoughts, and turn to the soul 
harrowing recollection of that dreadful 
period, when the last fond fleeting hope 
expired, and compelled us to realize our 
awful bereavement. 
You, my dear aunt, knew my precious 
sister at an early period of her life. Ten 
years had improved her appearance, and 
brought the beauties of-her mind to un- 
common maturity, and the fruits and 
graces of the Holy Spirit had shed a halo 
of glory around her, that rendered her 
conversation and manners irresistible.— 
She was a thousand times more admired, 
and sought after, than ever. But she 
often said to me, that all she desired in 
this world, was more of the religion of 
Jesus. Since last August, she had been 
uncommonly devoted to the service. of 
God, and would frequently retire from 
company to offer the sacrifice of thanks- 
giving. A few days before Christmas, one 
of our relations sent his carriage for my 
sisters and myself to spend that period 
with him and his family. Sister Clarissa 
declined going—I went, and spent a week. 
When I returned, I found my beloved 
sister slightly indisposed. After that we 
spent an afternoon with Aunt Wyle—and 
on Sunday the 13th of January, she rode 
to Bel-Air, to attend a prayer-meeting. 
When she returned, she had a chill, and 
some time after we had been in bed, she 
was seized with a cramp in her side, so 
that a violent fever succeeded. Our fami- 
ly physician was sent for. On the 17th 
she appeared to get worse, and on that 
day said to me, that she had thought a 
great deal about dying, and perhaps this 
was to be the time when she would be 
summoned to make up her great account 
—and why not?” she continued, “TI 
have lived and enjoyed more pleasure and 
happiness in the world than generally 
falls to the lot of mortals; ahd my confi- 
dence is so unbounded in the mercy of 
God, that I feel, that if he calls me hence 
at this period, to be no more seen, it will 
be to glorify him ; and to rescue me from 
innumerable evils.” In this manner she 
conversed, and although I had no idea 
that her sickness was unto death, I was 
inexpressibly pained. From that time un- 
til the twentieth, her fever increased, and 
she suffered the most excruciating pain. 
At that period we called in another phy- 
Sician. Every thing that medicine and 
the most assiduous nursing could do, was 
done. But, alas, the violence of the dis- 
ease defied the power of our united efforts. 
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It was the appointed time of that God 
who has set bounds to our days. But I 
must check myself. In the midst of suf- 
ferings that would have unnerved the 
strongest mind, she preserved her seren- 
ity, and an unshaken confidence in God, 
through the merits of the Redeemer. 
And when we wept at our inability to 
alleviate her misery, she would sweetly 
console us, and say, ‘* what are all my 
sufferings here,--nothing! Oh they are 
nothing! if they are the means of carry- 
ing me to heaven.” She was much enga- 
ged in prayer, and often said, that she 
** did not pray for life, but to be enabled 
to die, and to leave behind her a bright 
testimony that she was going to heaven.” 
To her young friends who sat up with her 
she spoke of the importance of early reli- 
gion, and besought them in the most feel- 
ing manner, while in health, to seek and 
obtain an interest in Jesus. ‘‘ Oh the 
vanity of this world and its enjoy ments,” 
she would exclaim. ‘‘I feel, and long 
have felt, their nothingness! Religion is 
the only thing that is desirable, and ought 
to be made the great business of life—it 
is that which now supports me, and pre- 
serves my strength of mind, in the midst 
of racking pains, which will soon pros- 
trate this feeble frame, and enables me to 
view death as a friend sent to conduct me 
to heaven.” From the 20th until the 23d, 
her sufferings exceeded the power of lan- 
guage to express. On the night of the 
22d, about 12 o’clock, her agonies ceased, 
and for the space of half an hour, she laid 
in a situation, expressive of heaven’s own 
calm ; we could not hear her breathe, her 
countenance expressed a serenity that was 
undefinable—her eyes, which were often 
raised upwards, appeared bright and lumi- 
nous—I observed to several, that were 
setting up with me that night, that I 
would uot interrupt her, that I was cer- 
tain she was holding communion with 
angels. During that period she raised her 
hands, and appeared ready to fly. When 
I spoke, | said, you are better, my dear 
sister: she replied, “‘for a short time I 
never felt freer from pain in my life, and 
you must all have been sensible of it.” I 
said, yes, we were. ‘ While I laid so 
calm,” she continued, “‘I heard heaven- 
ly music, and an innumerable company 
shouting and giving glory to God; and 
they said that my pains should be mitiga- 
ted, would be mitigated——And as they sung 
and shouted, I could distinguish distinctly 
different voices—they appeared to be be- 
hind me, and round about me.” And 
what else did you hear them say, my dear 
sister, said]. ‘‘Oh!” said she, “‘ they 
said a great deal, but I was so eager to 
catch every word, that I lost almost all.” 








































If it is the will of God to take you from 
_ this world before he does me, my dear 
sister, said I, will you be my guardian 
angel? She took my hand and pressed it 
between hers, and gave me a look that [ 
shall never forget, and exclaimed, ‘* Oh! 
you know how I love you.” After that 
night she heard again heavenly music. 
The next day she heard it, and as they 
sang they seemed to say, Sister spirit 
come, Oh come away! Her room appear- 
ed like the very gate of heaven! Pious 
ministers of different denominations visit- 
ed and prayed with her. Her devotions 
exceeded every thing I had ever heard, 
or even read of. Our house was crowded 
with persons who were continually flock- 
ing to see her—Our pious friends joined 
us in fasting and prayer for her recovery. 
The physicians said she would recover— 
She replied, “that she almost hoped this 
sickness was unto death ; but not my will, 
O Lord! but thine be done.” She would 
frequently say that the most glorious pros- 
pects were before her, and would ejacu- 
late, glorious, glorious, oh how glorious ! 
To all that attended on her, she expressed 
her gratitude, and would say, ‘* what a 
poor creature I am, to occasion so much 
trouble.” On being asked if she had any 
fear of death, she replied, ‘‘ not the least 
in the world—has not our blessed Lord 
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said, ‘ that whosoever cometh unto him, 
he would in no wise cast out?’ And } 
come, yes ! gracious God, with open arms 
I come to thee;” and raised her hands in 
an extasy. On the friend who wrote her 
will saying to her, my dear, I hope you 
will live to enjoy those things yourself: 
she replied, ‘‘I shall soon be in heaven.” 
The evening before she died I said to her, 
my beloved sister, if you can converse, do 
speak to me—‘‘ It is a great exertion for 
me to speak,” she replied, ‘‘1 am almost 
exhausted. I feel that the place that 
knows me now, in a short time will know 
me no more for ever.” Her hands were 
clasped in the attitude of prayer, and J 
heard her after that, distinctly say, 
‘* When I am about to die, Oh! my Fa- 
ther and my God, receive my immortal 
soul!” She laid for some time in the most 
heavenly state, her countenance was as 
an angel’s, and appeared to me like the 
spirit of the just made perfect: and in 
that situation, her breathing which could 
not be heard, became shorter and shorter ; 
when about three o’clock, Friday after- 
noon, the first day of February, her 
beatified spirit returned to God who gave 
it. Oh! that I may die the death of the 
righteous, and that my last end may be 
like hers. S.N, 
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For the Methodist Magazine. 


MAY. 


HAIL lovely month! the first of all the year, 
Which animates and cheers the grateful mind ; 
Welcome to all—but unto those most dear, 
Whose souls by grace and science are refin’d. 


Creation smiles, and owns the sov’reign pow’r, 
Yielding submission to His potent hand, 

Which moves the wheels of each eventful hour, 
And clothes with verdure all the fertile land. 


Favonian breezes gently fan the air, 

And zephyrs ’midst the fragrant blossoms play : 
The op’ning buds returning spring declare, 
And nature echoes round the charms of May. 


Sweet flows the streaia and winds along the 
plain, 

Enriching all its banks with liveliest green ; 

No longer bound by winter’s icy chain, 

Pursues its course amidst the varied scene. 


Mild is the beam which ushers in the day, 
And glances far upon the dark blue wave, 
Where lo! in bands the Nereides play, 

Or near the sloping banks their pinions lave. 





*Tis music all—’tis nature’s charming voice, 
Which undulates upon the list’ning ear ; 

Its pow’rs unspent, in Infinite rejoice, 

This truth declares—that nature’s God is here. 


His breath revives the smallest leaf which grows, 
And fills with juice the fair and swelling grain; 
He blends the tints, expands the blushing rose, 
And decks with beauty all the flow’ry train. 


But oh! thou God, whose beauties round us shine, 
In all of nature’s works which thou hast made ; 
Reflect thy glorious attributes divine, 

In beams refulgent which shall never fade. 


But all these lovely charms, without Thy smiles 
Can never fill the soul for thee design’d ; 
Beauty and wit, with all their pleasing wiles, 
Soon lose their pow’r to captivate the mind. 


Roll on, oh time! till winter’s life is fled, 

And spring perennial ushers in her bloom; 
When breathes again the ashes of the dead, 
Aud light eternal gilds the mould’ring tomb. 


MIRANDA. 
New-York, April 11, 1822. 















































